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SUBJ: INDOCHINA AND COMMUNIST ROCKET ATTACKS 

REF: K.L. 1713 

1. SUMMARY: ROCKET ATTACKS APRIL 1 BY COMMUNIST PARTY OP 
MALAYA MARXIST-LENINIST PACTION (CPM/ML) HAVE ADDED TO GOM'S 
NERVOUSNESS ABOUT DETERIORATING SITUATION IN INDOCHINA. HOW- 
EVER, PRIME MINISTER RAZAK AND OTHER TOP GOM OPFICIALS HAVE 
SAID PUBLICLY THAT INTERNAL SECURITY SITUATION IS UNDER 
CONTROL AND THAT THERE IS NO RELATION BETWEEN DOMESTIC EVENTS 
AND INDOCHINA SITUATION. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON EVENING APRIL 1, CRUDE ROCKETS WERE LAUNCHED AGAINST 
LIVE MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN KUALA LUMPUR, NEGRI SEMBILAN, 
JOHORE AND PENANG. ROCKETS WERE LARGELY HOMEMADE, BUT 
UTILIZED M-45 DUMMY ROCKET PUZES, APPARENTLY OF U.S. MANUFACTURE; 
DUMMY PUZES (MANUPACTURED IN 1963) WERE HOLLOWED OUT AND PILLED 
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WITH GELIGNITE, THEN PIRED BY SIMPLE TIMING DEVICE. ONE CARIBOU 
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AIRCRAFT WAS DAMAGED AT AIR FORCE BASE IN K.L.; THERE WAS LITTLE, 
IF ANY, DAMAGE AT OTHER MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. LARGE NUMBER OF 
SUSPECTS WERE NETTED IN FOLLOW-UP OPERATIONS, OVER 200 ARRESTED 
IN K.L. ALONE, AND CPM/ML UNDERGROUND HEADQUARTERS NEAR K.L. 
AIR BASE WAS RAIDED. 

3. ON APRIL 3, NEWSPAPERS, EMBASSIES (INCLUDING U.S.) AND 
GOVT OFFICES RECEIVED MIMEOGRAPHED TRACTS IN MAIL IN WHICH 
CPM/ML CLAIMED CREDIT FOR ROCKET ATTACKS. CPM/ML TRACT WAS 
PRO FORMA DIATRIBE AGAINST CPM CENTRAL COMMITTEE (CPM/CC), 
ALLEGING THAT CPM/CC IS "CONTROLLED BY A HANDFUL OF REVISIONIST 
CONSPIRATORS" IN LEAGUE WITH GOM. (FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON 
CPM FACTIONAL RIVALRIES, SEE K.L. A-22, 2/13/75.) 

4. COINCIDENCE OF CPM/ML ROCKET ATTACKS AND NEWS CONCERNING 
DETERIORATING SITUATION IN INDOCHINA HAS PROVOKED SOME SPECU- 
LATION AMONG GOVT OFFICIALS AND PUBLIC THAT THERE MIGHT BE 
DIRECT LINKAGE BETWEEN FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC EVENTS. HOME 
AFFAIRS MINISTER GHAZALI SHAFIE, IN RADIO/TV INTERVIEW 

APRIL 3, DENIED THERE ANY CONNECTION, DIRECT OR INDIRECT, AND 
INDICATED THAT CPM/ML ACTION WAS PURELY RESULT OF CPM RIVAL- 
RIES. HE ADVISED PUBLIC "NOT TO BE TOO IMPRESSED" OVER 
ROCKET ATTACKS AND HE THOUGHT SITUATION IS "UNDER CONTROL". 
GHAZALI WENT ON TO SAY THAT SECURITY SITUATION IN SARAWAK IS 
"VERY ENCOURAGING", BUT THAT HE WILL SEEK TO STRENGTHEN 
SECURITY IN BORDER AREAS IN MEETINGS WITH THAI AND INDONESIAN 
AUTHORITIES. HE ALSO SAID "SPECIAL URBAN UNIT" IN POLICE HAS 
BEEN SET UP TO DEAL WITH COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN URBAN AREAS. 

5. REGARDING INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, GHAZALI REAFFIRMED CORRECT- 
NESS OF GOM'S NON-ALIGNED FOREIGN POLICY AND SAID THAT SOUTH- 
EAST ASIAN ZONE OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY IS NEEDED. 
GHAZALI ALSO SAID THAT ASEAN DOES NOT NEED TO BE DEVELOPED 
INTO A DEFENSE PACT, ASSERTING THAT DEFENSE AGREEMENT IS 
NEEDED ONLY IF THERE IS AN EXTERNAL ENEMY. MALAYSIA'S AND 
THAILAND'S ENEMIES, HE CONTINUED, ARE INTERNAL BUT "IF WE 
START TO BUILD A MILITARY BLOC, OTHER PEOPLE WILL THINK 

WE HAVE DESIGNS OR WE HAVE ENEMIES." 

6. DURING BRIEFING OF SENIOR MILITARY OFFICERS APRIL 3, PM 
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RAZAK SAID THAT MALAYSIA MUST "TAKE STOCK" OF ITS DEFENSE 
NEEDS IN LIGHT OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE REGION (READ 
INDOCHINA), BUT THAT WISDOM OF GOM'S NON-ALIGNED 
FOREIGN POLICY WILL BE PROVED. HE REITERATED THAT GOM 
IS PREPARED TO DEAL WITH ANY GOVERNMENT THAT MIGHT EMERGE 
IN CAMBODIA OR VIETNAM "PROVIDED THAT GOVERNMENT WISHES TO 
EXTEND ITS FRIENDSHIP TO US." HE ALSO NOTED: "ALTHOUGH WE 
HAVE FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, WE DO 
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NOT WISH TO FOLLOW THE COMMUNIST WAY OF LIFE BECAUSE IT IS 
TOO MILITANT AND UNSUITABLE FOR OUR PEOPLE." 

7. COMMENT: AS INDICATED IN REFTEL, COM IS HAVING DIFFICULTY 
RECONCILING ITS DOMESTIC ANTI-COMMUNISM WITH REALIZATION THAT 
IT WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO LIVE WITH A COMMUNIST, AND POSSIBLY 
HOSTILE, ICAOCHINA DIRECTED BY NORTH VIETNAM. WITH REGARD TO 
THE DOMESTIC COMMUNIST INSURGENCY, IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT CPM/ML 
ROCKET ATTACKS WERE PART OF ITS ONGOING CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE 
CPM CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND NOT DICTATED BY EXTERNAL EVENTS. 
FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, WE EXPECT THAT THE GOM WILL HAVE 
TO KEEP ON REASSURING ITSELF AND THE PUBLIC THAT ITS INTERNAL 
COMMUNIST PROBLEMS ARE MANAGEABLE AND THAT ITS NON-ALIGNED 
FOREIGN POLICY, HOPEFULLY INCLUDING FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH 
COMMUNIST POWERS, IS THE CORRECT LINE. 
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